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International Baccalaureate (IB)
Fee Reduction Program

2015-2016 School Year
Overview for IB Coordinators
  Purpose: 
This program is designed to increase the number of low-income Alaska students who participate in IB programs and receive college academic credit for their participation.
         Cost:
The Federal Government has eliminated reimbursement for registration fees. The exam costs are $113 of which $98 can be reimbursed by the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development (EED) for fees paid on behalf of students eligible for this fee reduction program. The final cost to the student is $15 plus the registration fee. The department funds this program through a federal grant. 
  Eligibility:         In order to be eligible for this program, students must meet at least one of the five criteria listed on the eligibility verification form. IB coordinators are responsible for determining student eligibility based on the listed criteria.
Each fall:         IB coordinators should identify eligible students for this program. As a condition of the EED grant, participating schools are required to keep confidential documentation of student eligibility on file. To meet this requirement, EED provides this form. A form must be filled out for each student. This confidential documentation of program eligibility must be securely filed at your school and is subject to audit by EED. 
     Billing:  
Schools should pay for eligible students to register for the IB program and its related tests. After schools have paid registration and test fees to the IB program, schools should submit a signed invoice to EED requesting reimbursement. The invoice should list the number of registration and test fees that qualify for reimbursement through this program. Do not identify eligible students by name on your invoice, but please include the date that your school paid the IB program for eligible students’ registration and test taken. The IB coordinator’s signature on the invoice constitutes the assurance all students in this fee reduction program were indeed eligible.
   Contact:   
Deborah Riddle, Program Coordinator

Email: deborah.riddle@alaska.gov 

Phone: 907-465-2892
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 110500



  Juneau, AK 99811
International Baccalaureate
Fee Reduction Program
2015-2016 School Year

Student Eligibility Criteria

Students are eligible for the IB Fee Reduction Program if they meet one or more of the following criteria:

The College Board has different eligibility criteria for AP/IB exam fee reductions, depending on whether a school or district participates in the Community Eligibility Provision. The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a program for schools and districts with high percentages of low-income children to provide free breakfast and lunch to all students. 

For schools and districts that participate in CEP, a student’s enrollment in the Federal Free or Reduced Price Lunch Program can no longer be used as a proxy to determine eligibility for AP Exam fee reduction. Schools and districts that participate in CEP will instead need to determine each individual student’s eligibility based on family income. 

For more information: http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/waivers/guidelines/ap. 

Information about CEP: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cep.html. 
1. The student is eligible for free or reduced-price lunches under the National School Lunch Act. A student is eligible for free or reduced-price lunches if his or her family’s income is at or below 185 percent of the poverty level issued annually by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. For income thresholds depending on family size, refer to the following table:

Note: A student whose school or district participates in CEP is no longer eligible under this criteria option – the remaining four criteria below may be used to determine the student’s eligibility
	Family Unit Size

	Annual Family Income*for Alaska


	1

	$26,973

	2

	$36,371 


	3

	$45,769

	4

	$55,167

	5

	$64,565 


	6

	$73,963 


	7

	$83,361 


	8

	$92,759 


	9+

	add $9,398 for each family member after the eighth member



	
	


2. The student is eligible for Medicaid.

3. Children in families receiving assistance under Part A of Title IV of the Social Security Act (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families).

4. Census Bureau’s 2015 “poverty threshold” visit: http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/threshld/index.html 
5. The statute permits States to use “an alternate method that combines or extrapolates from” the preceding four eligibility standards to determine whether a student is a “low-income individual” who is eligible for AP Test Fee assistance. If using this alternate determination, you must describe your determination method. 
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Student Eligibility Verification Form

Complete a separate form for every eligible student that plans to participate in the IB program. This confidential documentation of program eligibility must be securely filed at your school and is subject to audit by EED. 
      Student Name: ______________________________________________________________

Alaska Student ID: ______________________________________________________________
  School & District: ______________________________________________________________

        Test(s) Taken: ______________________________________________________________
Eligibility: Check all that apply.

· The student is eligible for free or reduced-price lunches under the National                   School Lunch Act.


· The student is eligible for Medicaid.
· Children in families receiving assistance under Part A of Title IV of the Social Security Act (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families).
· The student meets the Census Bureau’s 2015 “poverty threshold” under https://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/threshld/thresh14.xls. 

· The statute permits States to use “an alternate method that combines or extrapolates from” the preceding four eligibility standards to determine whether a student is a “low-income individual” who is eligible for AP Test Fee assistance. If using this alternate determination, you must include a description of your determination method. 




The figures shown under family income represent amounts equal to 185 percent of the 2014-15 Federal Income poverty guidelines established by the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services.
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